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Diffuse skin staining after using isosulfan blue for sentinel lymph

node biopsies
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A 69-year-old female diagnosed with bilateral invasive
lobular breast carcinoma presented to our facility to undergo
a bilateral mastectomy with bilateral sentinel lymph node
biopsies (SLNB). Pre-operatively, five mL of isosulfan blue
dye was injected to the sub-areolar tissue bilaterally and
massaged for five minutes just prior to incision. Mild blue
staining of the sentinel lymph nodes was noted during the
surgery. After completion of the procedure, the patient’s

facial skin was greenish in hue (Figure 14,B). We predict that
the dye may have been injected into a collapsible vein within
the breast which would have then allowed it to disperse
systemically. Also, a smaller volume of blue dye may be
injected for sentinel node identification, especially given the
need for bilateral SNLB. The color change was transient,
and the patient returned to normal within 24 hours. She was
discharged on post-operative day one in good condition.

Figure 1 Diffuse skin staining secondary to isosulfan blue injection demonstrated at oblique (A) and lateral (B) angles of the face.
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